Serial No. 10/685, 529 

Amendment dated January 24, 2005 

In reply of Office Action dated August 24, 2004 

REMARKS 

Claim 1 has been amended. 

Claims 1-4 and 7-23 were rejected as unpatenatable over the 
claims of the Arkwright patents 6447196 in view of 6719475, on 
the basis of obvious-type double patenting, relying primarily on 
the Arkwright (M75) patent disclosure. However, this 
disclosure and the claims therein relate to an elongated 
removable cover piece integrally connected to the releasable 
contact adhesive as a substitute for the previously used 
covering piece of a double sided adhesive tape. The purpose and 
intent of the disclosure as well as the claims was to provide a 
readily removable covering for the contact adhesive. 

The simplication involve the elimination of the previous 
requirement to reach separate the fasteners and to then reach in 
and remove the narrow covering strip. 

This involves a more complex structural arrangement and a 
specialized configured piece thirty-nine of the Figures 4-6 of 
the M75 patent. 

The object of the addition of the removable release piece 
39a for easier removal of the covering piece and the separation 
of the adjacent fasteners for receiving a file paper. 
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It has been found in the past that the contact adhesive on 
the fasteners could not come in direct contact with the adjacent 
surface of another fastener. Difficulty in separating the 
fasteners was encountered, making such an arrangement apparently 
impractical . 

However, in subsequently working with the adhesive 
fasteners, it was found that the drawback of the direct contact 
of the adhesive surface of one fastener with the surface of an 
adjacent fastener was possible, if the fasteners were of smaller 
width, and there was an upward lift applied to separate the 
fastener. The flexibility of the fasteners, was also a factor 
in making this possible. 

The revised claim 1, further sets forth this distinction. 

Accordingly, it is believed, that the claims as presently 
revised are patentably distinctive over the claims and the 
disclosures of the cited Arkwright patents. It should be noted 
that the elongated cover piece 39a of the M75 Arkwright patent 
contemplated the continued separation of adjacent adhesive 
fasteners with a cover release piece to avoid the sticking 
together of adjacent adhesive fasteners. 
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The integral of more than a year between the filing date of 
the '916 patent and the M75 patent also indicates that the new 
development by Mr. Arkwright, unquestionably one skilled in the 
art of adhesive fasteners, was not obvious or apparent. 

Accordingly, the claims as now amended are believed to be 
patentable over the double patenting rejection of the 
outstanding Patent Office letter. 

It is believed that the amended new wording in claims 5 and 
6 previously objected to as improper form multiple claims has 
been corrected. 

Applicant hereby requests an extension of time of two- 
months within which to file the Response to the Office Letter of 
August 24, 2004. A check in the amount of $225.00 is enclosed 
herewith. If additional fees are required, authorization is 
hereby given to charge Deposit Account No. 19-2105 and notify 
the undersigned in due course. 
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